Diagnosis of Melanoma.
Melanoma is a malignant neoplasm of the skin, originating from the melanocyte. Accounting for less than 5% of all skin cancers, melanoma is associated with approximately 75% of skin cancer-related mortality. Early detection of melanoma with surgical resection remains one of the critical factors determining favorable clinical outcomes for melanoma. This article discusses the epidemiology and diagnosis of melanoma, with specific attention to the role of the PET scan in the evaluation of early melanoma.